Angiospermic flora of Ghagotia Union representing Magnoliopsida (Dicots) and Liliopsida (Monocots) have been inventoried after survey during the years of 2004 and 2005. A total of 187 species have been recorded from the area. These have been assigned to 65 families and 160 genera. Magnoliopsida is represented by 50 families, 113 genera and 133 species, whereas Liliopsida is represented by 15 families, 47 genera and 54 species.
Introduction
Ghagotia Union is located in Kapasia Upazila under Gazipur District, Bangladesh. It lies between 24º07′ and 24º11′ N latitudes and 90º38′ and 90º42′ E longitudes. It is about 70 km north-east from Dhaka. The Union consists of mainly medium high plain land and low plain land. Some small hillocks are also present in the western part of the Union which are covered by natural secondary Sal (Shorea robusta) forest. Other parts are covered by homestead vegetation and cultivated lands.
Ghagotia Union is mainly dominated by the extension of shallow upland soil. Dissected terrace soil is found in some high ridges and alluvial soil is found in the valleys. The western part of the area is composed of some red and brown clay of the mixed variety of deep dissected terrace soil. The eastern part of the area contains some fertile soil with grey and white-brown plain clay soil (Rizvi 1969) . The area enjoys a tropical climate characterized by a period of high precipitation from May to October and six months of relatively dry period from November to April. The mean annual rainfall is about 1693 mm. Temperature of the area ranges from 21-34°C. The maximum temperature was recorded in April and the minimum was recorded in January during the study period.
A number of floristic works have so far been done in greater Dhaka District including Ismail and Mia (1973) , Alam (1995) , Hossain et al. (1995) , Rahman and Hassan (1995) and Rashid et al. (1995) . But no floristic studies are found in the Ghagotia Union of Gazipur District. Moreover, the area supports a large number of angiospemic species including herbs, shrubs, trees, climbers, epiphytes, parasites and also plenty of hydrophytes. Like other parts of the country, the floristic elements of this area is in risk because of various anthropogenic activities including irrigation and modern agriculture, population settlements and firewood collection and also habitat degradation. In order to make a documentation of the angiospermic vegetation of the area, an attempt has been made to prepare a preliminary checklist of the angiospermic plant species occurring in Ghagotia Union of Gazipur District.
Materials and Methods
The work is based on the fresh materials collected through repeated field trips (eight in total) to the area during the years of 2004 and 2005. Botanical specimens were collected, and field identification of the collected specimens were confirmed comparing with herbarium specimens at Salar Khan Herbarium (University of Dhaka) and Bangladesh National Herbarium. In some cases, standard literature, such as Hooker (1872-1897), Prain (1903) , Brandis (1906) , Kanjilal et al. (1934 Kanjilal et al. ( , 1938 Kanjilal et al. ( , 1939 Kanjilal et al. ( , 1940 , Bor (1960) , Khan (1977 Khan ( , 1984 Khan ( , 1985 , Deb (1981 Deb ( , 1983 , Matthew (1999a Matthew ( , 1999b Matthew ( , 1999c ) and Uddin and Hassan (2004) were consulted for identification purposes. The specimens were mounted and deposited in the Salar Khan Herbarium, University of Dhaka for future references.
Results
In the present survey, a total of 187 angiospermic species under 160 genera and 65 families have been recorded from the Ghagotia Union. Magnoliopsida is represented by 50 families, 113 genera and 133 species, while Liliopsida is represented by 15 families, 47 genera and 54 species. The families have been arranged according to Cronquist (1981) . The genera under each family and the species under each genus are arranged in an alphabetical order. For each species, nomenclature has been brought up to date and local name (wherever available) and a short annotation is provided. Bridelia retusa (L.) Spreng., Syst. Veg. 3: 48 (1829) . Clutia retusa L., Sp. Pl.: 1042 . A medium-sized tree.
MAGNOLIOPSIDA (DICOTS)
Croton bonplandianum Baill., Adansonia 4: 339 (1864). An annual herb. Roxb., Fl. Ind. 3: 832 (1832) . A medium-sized tree. Jatropha curcas L., Sp. Pl.: 1006 . Local name: Veron. A large, glabrous shrub or rarely small tree.
Gelonium multiflorum
J. gossypifolia L., Sp. Pl.: 1006 Physalis minima L., Sp. Pl.: 183 (1753) . An annual, glabrous, herb. Dunal, Hist. Solanum: 222 (1813) . Solanum indicum L. Sp. Pl.: 187 (1753) . Local name: Titbegun. An under-shrub with prickles.
Solanum lasiocarpum
S. torvum Sw., Nov. Gen. Sp. Pl.: 47 (1788 Hyptis suaveolens (L.) Poit., Ann. Mus. Par. 7: 472, t. 29 (1806) . Ballota suaveolens L., Syst. Nat. ed. 10: 1100 (1859). Local name: Tokma. An aromatic herb. Houtt., Nat. Hist. Pl. 9: 366, t. 57 (1778) . Leonurus sibiricus Hook. f., Fl. Brit. Ind. 4: 678 (1885 Grangea maderaspatana (L.) Poir., Enc. Suppl. 2: 825 (1811). Artemisia maderaspatana L., Sp. Pl.: 849 (1753) . An annual herb.
Leonurus japonicus
Mikania cordata (Burm. f.) Robinson in Contrib., Gray Herb. 104: 65 (1934) . Eupatorium cordatum Burm. f., Fl. Ind.: 176 (1768). Local name: Assamlata. An annual, twining herb. DC. in Wight, Contrib. Bot. Ind.: 19 (1834) . An annual herb.
Spilanthes calva
Synedrella nodiflora (L.) Gaertn., Fruct. 2: 456, t. 171 (1791) . Verbesina nodiflora L., Cent. Pl. 1: 28 (1755). A small woody herb.
Xanthium strumarium L., Sp. Pl. : 987 (1753) . An erect, annual herb.
LILIOPSIDA (MONOCOTS)
1. Hydrocharitaceae Blyxa octandra (Roxb.) Planch. ex Thw., Enum. Pl. Zeyl.: 332 (1864 
